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Rue des Lavandieres, by wenching ruffians of his own sort.'
The eldest son of this adventurer, Louis du Plessis,
marked a fresh stage in his family's advance by his marriage
with Frangoise de Rochechouart, who brought him neither
beauty nor wealth, but the honour of kinship with a line
of true nobility, who could treat the greatest noble dynasties
as equals. This slow and steady social ascent enabled the
family to reach the most honourable vantage-points, those
which place a nobleman in the vicinity of the King himself
and in the full daylight of the Court. The second son of
Frangoise de Rochechouart, who was widowed at an early
age, proved to be the one who achieved this decisive step.
Francois (iv) du Plessis, starting his career as a page
to Charles ix, had his first taste of war in consequence of a
vendetta into which his mother pushed him with grim
determination. One of his brothers, Louis du Plessis, had
been slain by a neighbour, the seigneur of Mausson, scion
of a family which had been avowed foes to the Richelieus,
notwithstanding brief periods of truce, for many years.
Frangoise de Rochechouart was resolved that blood should
pay for blood, and was satisfied only when her son Frangois
in his turn slew Mausson in an ambush. Obliged to leave
France after this achievement, Frangois du Plessis went
to Poland. The Due d'Anjou was there at the time, and
was doubtless quick to realise that a young gentleman of
such spirit might be a valuable servant. He attached him
to his train. On the death of Charles DC, the Due, now
King Henri m, brought back his comrade to France, and
thenceforth counted on him as a devoted follower. At the
age of thirty, Frangois was Grand Prev6t, and at thirty-
seven a chevalier of the Saint-Esprit. In all circumstances,
in all the events of the reign, and until his dying day,
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